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Charlotte, N.C., April 20, 2010—The German Language and Culture Foundation – www.germanfoundation.com - supports eight German 

majors from UNC Charlotte to study abroad in Germany.   The students will each receive a scholarship in the amount of $2000 which will help 

cover the cost of tuition for a one-month intensive language and culture course at the prestigious Goethe Institute in Germany. 

Kurt Waldthausen, founder and chairman of the  non-profit German Language and Culture Foundation (GLCF), and the board of directors 

and sponsors wholeheartedly support the cooperation with UNC Charlotte.  They believe that the scholarships and the proposed study abroad ex-

perience are in line with the mission of the German Language and Culture Foundation to ―support projects that will help create long‐term friend-

ships and promote a better understanding between the people of German speaking countries and the Charlotte Region.‖ 

Waldthausen started the German Language and Culture Foundation in 2005 as South End Jazz, combining a love of American Jazz music 

with the love of many things German.  As Honorary Consul for Germany - in co-ordination with the Honorary Consuls from Austria and Switzer-

land - it also met with his vision to keep the German language alive in a region where German speaking countries (Austria/Germany/

Switzerland)  represent over 20 percent of all foreign firms and employ several ten thousand people. These companies have a great need for a quali-

fied staff with German speaking skills, so Waldthausen, with a group of forward thinking business men and women from Austrian/German/Swiss 

countries, raised funds at a (now) annual Jazz Festival to support Austrian/German/Swiss–American educational exchanges.   

In the past, the German Language and Culture Foundation has supported Rotary International Student Exchanges, CPPC, Pfeiffer Univer-

sity, the German (Saturday) School of Charlotte, CMS/Smith Academy of International Languages, as well as high school students in Charlotte-

Mecklenburg County and Gastonia.   In addition, the foundation has provided semester and year-long partial scholarships for UNC Charlotte stu-

dents for study abroad in Germany in the amount of $7500. Total scholarships provided by the GLCF in the last 4 years exceed $100,000 and have 

benefitted over 50 students in the region. 

In consultation with the German faculty in the Department of Languages and Culture Studies at UNC Charlotte, the GLCF sponsors 

agreed that a one-month study abroad experience would allow students earlier in their language learning career to have a language and cultural im-

mersion opportunity.  The Foundation decided to award $2000 to each student  participating in the ―Ein Sommer in Deutschland mit Goethe‖ pro-

gram.  In addition, Lufthansa German Airlines, the official carrier of the GLCF and major donor, works with participating students to provide pre-

ferred tickets.  The scholarship will allow eight UNC Charlotte German majors to study in Germany in the summer of 2010. ―We want to make sure 

students have the opportunity to learn the German language and to learn about our cultures so they can excel in their future careers,‖ Waldthausen 

said.   

The program sends students for one month to a Goethe Institute of their choice. They receive five hours of classroom instruction daily, as 

well as innumerable cultural opportunities such as visits to museums, businesses, day trips to other 

parts of Germany and much more.  The GLCF Board and Sponsors emphasize the importance of host 

families for the participating students. Each student will live in a German speaking host family and 

participate in family life.  Dr. Aliaga-Buchenau, coordinator of the German language at UNC Charlotte 

says: ―We are very excited about this wonderful opportunity.  The financial support of the German 

Language and Culture Foundation makes it possible for our UNC Charlotte students to study abroad 

and for us to expand the German program.  The kind of immersion experience coupled with the inten-

sive language courses offered by the ―Ein Sommer in Deutschland‖ program will provide a life chang-

ing experience for them.‖    Dr. Paul Youngman, Associate Professor of German, adds, ―We are trying 

to prepare our students to be culturally literate and to be proficient in the German language.‖ Sylvia 

Smith, Lecturer of German, comments: ― There are more than 230 companies from German speaking 

countries (Austria/Germany/Switzerland) in the Charlotte region and many of our students will seek 

employment with them. There is nothing more valuable we can give them than a study abroad experi-

ence.‖ 

The German staff at UNC Charlotte is excited about eight outstanding students who will 

participate in the program this summer supported by the Foundation.    

A SUMMER  IN  GERMANY  WITH  GOETHE  — 
WUNDERBAR !  

Foundation gives Study Abroad Scholarships for UNC Charlotte German Majors 

Kurt Waldthausen 

http://www.germanfoundation.com


A Summer in  Germany with  Goethe  — Wunderbar!  

Meet the eight students who will travel to Germany to study at a 

Goethe Institute this summer: 

Jillian Mourning is a German and International Studies Major with a minor in Holocaust, 

Genocide and Human Rights Studies.  She maintains a 4.0 average in both majors and the 

minor. Jillian is an active student who is very enthusiastic about German. She is only in the 

second year of her German studies. This spring, she participated in the ―Berlin in the Mirror 

of Time‖ study abroad course.  Upon learning of the ―Ein Sommer in Deutschland mit 

Goethe‖ opportunity, she was the first student to declare her major in German in preparation 

for her application and the first student to complete her application.  Jillian is a determined 

student who will put tremendous effort into her studies at the Goethe institute in Berlin.  She 

plans to live with a host family in the Neu Koelln district of Berlin. Jillian is particularly 

interested in learning more about the Holocaust during her stay in Germany. 

Desiree Davis says: ―Until this semester I was a double major in Psychology and Criminal 

Justice with a minor in German. After hearing about this opportunity to study abroad for the 

summer, I quickly decided to change my German minor to a German major.‖  Desiree has 

taken third-year German courses.  She has consistently received As in her German classes.  

Desiree is one of the top students in her three majors, and we are thrilled to have her as a Ger-

man major.  It is rare to have a student who is able to declare three majors and perform so well 

in all of them.  Desiree also participated in the ―Berlin in the Mirror of Time‖ study abroad 

course where she gained an understanding of the value of a study abroad experience. She will 

study at the Goethe Institute in Berlin and live with a family in Neu Koelln. Desiree is particu-

larly interested in perfecting her language skills which will be an asset in her future career in 

law.  

Caleb Byers came to UNC Charlotte as a transfer student from Guilford College.  

He has stood out in the German classes as one of the students with the most abil-

ity and potential.  He is consistently an A student and currently has a 4.0 cumula-

tive GPA.  Caleb has a natural ability for the German language and four weeks 

studying in Germany will make him fluent.  Caleb currently is working on a Cer-

tificate in Translation.  His excellent language skills will be enhanced by the in-

tensive training at the Goethe Institute.  He will benefit immensely from this ex-

perience as his professional goal is to work as a translator.  He plans to study at 

the Goethe institute in Bonn, where he will live with a host family. 

Dominique Jaeger is a Business and German double major who has focused on Busine 

German offerings in the Department of Languages and Culture Studies.  The German 

staff is excited about her excellent performance and tremendous potential. Upon gradua-

tion she will be poised to work in a business bridging the U.S. and Germany. Domi-

nique has also done great work in translation. Dominique is a student who came to UNC 

Charlotte with many transfer credits from courses of Cleveland Community College, 

which she completed already during her last years in High School.  Dominique is well 

aware that success in her future career depends on the fluency she develops during this 

immersion experience in Germany.  She will study at the Goethe Institute in Bonn and 

live with a local family there. 



A Summer in  Germany with  Goethe  — Wunderbar!  

Michael Klipp is an International Studies major who declared a German Ma-

jor upon hearing of the ―Ein Sommer in Deutschland‖ program.  His goal is to 

work in an international career and his strongest interest lies in Germany.  

Michael comes to UNC Charlotte as a transfer student from Blue Ridge Com-

munity College.  He has excelled during his studies here at UNC Charlotte. 

Michael is interested in the German business world and will work toward the 

German Business Certificate of UNC Charlotte. In combination with his inter-

national studies training, Michael will be successful in an international career 

which involves the US and German-speaking countries. Michael will study at 

the Goethe Institute in Freiburg, where he will live with a local host family. 

Brittany Long is an outstanding student and German major. She is very motivated and ex-

tremely successful in her classes.  In her German classes in particular, she has excelled and 

maintained an A average.  Brittany has taken translation and business classes and is poised 

to begin a career in the business world in which she is able to use her German skills. Brit-

tany is working towards a Certificate in Translation as well as a Certificate in Business Ger-

man. Both certificates required different language skills at which Brittany excels. She will 

increase her marketability greatly by immersing herself in the language and culture.  Her 

excellent work completed here at UNC Charlotte will be enhance greatly during her studies 

abroad. She will represent UNC Charlotte and the German Language and Culture Founda-

tion wonderfully abroad.  She will study at the Goethe Institute in Berlin where a local fam-

ily will host her.  

Jennifer James is a German major. Her enthusiasm for the German language and cul-

ture is evident in the many courses she has successfully taken in the German program 

at UNC Charlotte. Jennifer came to UNC Charlotte with many AP credits and she has 

used her advantage to study in her major field extensively. She participated in the 

―Berlin in the Mirror of Time‖ study abroad course and knew that she would have to 

spend more time studying abroad.  She is an excellent student in translation, and the 

language training she will receive during this summer will enhance her employment 

prospects in that field.  Jennifer’s ability in translation is outstanding. She will study 

at the Goethe Institute in Freiburg where a local family will host her. Jennifer is par-

ticularly interested in cross cultural experiences and cherishes the opportunity to live 

in a German city that is so close to France and Switzerland. 

Madeline Clark is an Art, Art History and German triple major. She is one of those unusual 

students who is able to maintain three majors.  Madeline will follow her interests in art and 

art history while studying in Germany where there are ample opportunities to study these 

subjects.  In particular, Madeline is interested in the architecture, as well as secular and 

religious art of Baden Wuerttemberg.  Therefore, she will study at the Goethe Institute in 

Freiburg.  She is also excited about increasing her language proficiency and learning much 

about the German culture.  Madeline explains that in order to continue with art and espe-

cially art history in graduate school she will need to be proficient in German.  The language 

is very useful for her studies.  Madeline declared her German major due to the ―Ein Som-

mer in Deutschland‖ program.  While in Freiburg Madeline will live with a host family.  


